Santa Ynez Valley
Region
State Route 246 is the principal arterial in the region and the
major access route into and out of the City of Solvang and the
nearby communi es.
The Chumash Casino Resort, located between the City of
Solvang and the unincorporated community of Santa Ynez, is
a significant visitor des na on. With its gaming and
entertainment venues and over 1,500 employees, the
Chumash Casino generates traﬃc that aﬀects SR 246 and SR
154 in both direc ons. The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash
Indians provides shu le service from Goleta, Lompoc, and
Santa Maria to provide an alterna ve means of travel for its
employees and patrons. The majority of Casino employees
are required to take shu les to and from work, which helps to
reduce traﬃc conges on.

Levels of Service (LOS)

The traﬃc due to the Casino and other visitor ac vi es in the
Santa Ynez Valley has added to the traﬃc generated by
nearby Santa Ynez Valley Union High School. According to the
California Department of Educa on, the school had an
enrollment of 1,008 for 2013/14. As the district serves a large
area, many students travel long distances. Traﬃc is congested
on SR 246 during the weekdays when students arrive in the
morning around 8:30 and are released around 3:00 PM.
SR 246 also sees long‐distance commuter traﬃc as it serves as
an alterna ve (to US 101 and SR 1) route between the
Lompoc region and the South Coast.
Major transporta on issues in this region include:
 The reliance on SR 246 as “Main Street” in Solvang and
Buellton.
 The need for opera onal improvements at the Highway
246/Alamo Pintado intersec on.

Source: SBCAG Conges on Management Program (CMP)
Intersec ons and Road Segments Performance, Levels of Service (LOS)
A=Excellent to E=Poor

Santa Ynez Valley Intersec ons Conges on Level, 2013
(7 Total)

 Heavy volumes of recrea onal traﬃc on weekends.
 The lack of an alternate east/west route.
 The concentra on of traﬃc, o en tourist traﬃc, on SR 246
through Solvang has led to worsening conges on at
signalized intersec ons.
 Traﬃc on Alisal Road at Copenhagen Drive is o en
congested due to heavy pedestrian crossings on Alisal Road
and tour buses seeking parking.
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Santa Ynez Valley Region—City of Buellton
 The most significant
year
2010
out‐
commute flow is from
Buellton to Solvang,
with
some
380
commuters/day.

Buellton has the highest
propor on of commuters
using public transporta on,
compared to the other S.B.
County ci es.

Buellton has a balance of
jobs and housing with a
jobs‐housing ra o of 1.39
jobs/unit.
Buellton has
2,565 jobs or 1.3% of the
county‐wide total (21.6%
are in the accommoda on
and
food
services
categories), compared to
1,845 housing units or 1.2%
of the county‐wide total.

 Also significant are
local
out‐commute
flows
to
unincorporated areas
in the Santa Ynez
Valley .

Mode of Transporta on to Work, 2010

Buellton has a balance of in
and out‐commuters. Many
commuters work at nearby
jobs in the Santa Ynez
Valley.

In‐commute Flows
(2010)

Out‐commute Flows from Buellton (2010)

Travel Time (Minutes, All Modes) for Buellton Commuters, 2010
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 The year 2000 out‐
commute flow from
Buellton to Santa
Ynez
was
275
commuters/day,
compared to 380
commuters/day
in
2010, an increase of
105 commuters/day
or 38.1% over the 10‐
year period.

Commu ng from
Buellton to jobs in other
Santa Ynez Valley areas
has increased
significantly.
The highest propor on
of commuters (31%) has
a travel me between 5
and 14 minutes, many
commu ng to Solvang.
The mean travel me is
23 minutes.

Santa Ynez Valley Region—Santa Ynez
Santa Ynez has a high
propor on of
commuters walking to
work, compared to
public transporta on
use or bicycling.
In‐commu ng to Santa
Ynez has increased from
all jurisdic ons.
Santa Ynez has a jobs‐
housing ra o of 2.12 jobs/
unit, sugges ng a job‐rich
area.
Santa Ynez has
4,000 jobs or 2.0% of the
county‐wide total (47.0%
are in the accommoda on
and
food
services
categories), and 1,886
housing units or 1.2% of
the county‐wide total.

 The most significant year
2010 out‐commute flow
from
Santa Ynez is to
Santa Barbara, with some
460 commuters/day.
 Also significant are out‐
commute flows to other
unincorporated areas in
the Santa Ynez Valley and
to the Chumash Casino .

Mode of Transporta on to Work, 2010

 The year 2000 out‐
commute flow from Santa
Ynez to Goleta Valley was
165 commuters/day. The
year 2010 out‐commute
flow to the City of Goleta
is 90 commuters/day.
 The
year
2000
in‐
commute flow to Santa
Ynez from
the South
Coast and North County
jurisdic ons
combined
was 548 commuters/day
compared
to
2,315
commuters/day in 2010,
an increase of 1,767
commuters or 322% over
the ten‐year period.

Santa Ynez has a significant
propor on
of
in‐
commuters compared to
out‐commuters
and
resident workers.

In‐commute Flows (2010)

Out‐commute Flows from Santa Ynez (2010)

Travel Time (Minutes, All Modes) for Santa Ynez Commuters, 2010
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The highest propor on of
commuters (52%) has a
short travel me of less
than 15 minutes, many to
the adjacent communi es
of Buellton and Solvang.
Twenty six percent have a
travel me of 30 to 44
minutes, many to the
South Coast. The mean
travel me is 20 minutes.

Santa Ynez Valley Region—City of Solvang
Of all the jurisdic ons
countywide, Solvang has
the highest propor on
of those that work at
home.

Mode of
Transporta on to
Work, 2010

 The most significant year
2010 out‐commute flow is
from Solvang to Santa
Barbara
with
360
commuters/day.
 Also significant are out‐
commute
flows
to
unincorporated areas in
the Santa Ynez Valley.

Solvang has a balance of
jobs and housing with a
jobs‐housing ra o of
1.27 jobs/unit. Solvang
has 3,145 jobs or 1.6% of
the county‐wide total
(22.7% are in the retail
trade
category)
compared
to
2,485
housing units or 1.6% of
the county‐wide total.

 The year 2000 out‐
commute
flow
from
Solvang to Santa Ynez was
170
commuters/day
compared
to
320
commuters/day in 2010,
an increase of 150
commuters or 88.0% over
the ten‐year period.
 The year 2000 out‐
commute
flow
from
Solvang to Santa Barbara
was 290 commuters/day
compared
to
360
commuters/day in 2010,
an
increase
of
70
commuters or 24.1% over
the ten‐year period.

However, the city has a
significant propor on of
in‐commuters
from
lower housing cost areas.

In‐commute Flows (2010)

Out‐commute Flows from Solvang (2010)

Travel Time Minutes, All Modes) for Solvang Commuters, 2010
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The highest propor on of
commuters (56%) has a
short travel me of less
than 15 minutes.
The mean travel me is 39
minutes, one of the highest
in the county.

