
 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Ms. Andrea Keefer 
Community Development Director 
City of Buellton 
Sent via email to:  andrea@cityofbuellton.com 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Ms. Keefer: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Buellton Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
165 55 37 30 43 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html


 2 

The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Scott Wolfe, City Manger 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Mr. Steve Goggia 
Community Development Director 
City of Carpinteria 
Sent via email to:  steveg@ci.carpinteria.ca.us 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Mr. Goggia: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Carpinteria Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
901 286 132 135 348 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Dave Durflinger, City Manger 
 Nick Bobroff, City of Carpinteria 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Ms. Lisa Plowman 
Director, Planning and Development 
County of Santa Barbara 
Sent via email to:  lplowman@countyofsb.org 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Ms. Plowman: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
County of Santa Barbara Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Sub Region Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 

Income 
Allocation 

South Coast 4,142 809 957 1,051 1,325 
Santa Ynez Valley 280 93 53 57 77 
Lompoc Valley 521 209 72 54 186 
Santa Maria 
Valley 

721 262 118 118 223 

Total 5,664 1,373 1,200 1,280 1,811 
 
The draft allocation provided to the County of Santa Barbara requires a special note.  The 
advancement of the five RHNA objectives relies on subregional allocations of the 
County’s total RHNA allocation.  The table above provides the allocation by sub region.  
There is no legal requirement for the County to accommodate its RHNA allocation 
consistent with the subregional allocations; however, achievement of the RHNA 
objectives relies on it. 
 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
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The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 
The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 Dan Klemann, County of Santa Barbara 
 Selena Evilsizor, County of Santa Barbara 
 Allen Bell, County of Santa Barbara 
 file 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html


March 18, 2021 

Mr. Peter Imhof 
Director of Planning and Environmental Review 
City of Goleta 
Sent via email to:  pimhoff@cityofgoleta.org 

RE: Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 

Dear Mr. Imhof: 

The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 

City of Goleta Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 
Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
1,837 682 324 370 461 

The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 

The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Michelle Greene, City Manger 
 Anne Wells, City of Goleta 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Mr. Todd Bodem 
City Administrator 
City of Guadalupe 
Sent via email to:  tbodem@ci.guadalupe.ca.us 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Mr. Bodem: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Guadalupe Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
431 3 24 77 327 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Larry Appel, Contract Community Development Director 

Peggy Woods, Contract Planner 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Ms. Christie Alarcon 
Community Development Director 
City of Lompoc 
Sent via email to:  C_Alarcon@ci.lompoc.ca.us 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Ms. Alarcon: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Lompoc Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
2,248 166 262 311 1,509 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Jim Throop, Lompoc City Manager 

Brian Halvorson, City of Lompoc 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Ms. Rebecca Bjork 
Interim Community Development Director 
City of Santa Barbara 
Sent via email to:  RBjork@SantaBarbaraCA.gov 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Ms. Bjork: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Santa Barbara Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
8,001 2,147 1,381 1,441 3,032 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Paul Casey, City Administrator 
 Renee Brook, City of Santa Barbara 
 Dan Gullett, City of Santa Barbara 
 Timmy Bolton, City of Santa Barbara 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Mr. Cheun Ng 
Community Development Director 
City of Santa Maria 
Sent via email to:  cng@cityofsantamaria.org 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Mr. Ng: 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Santa Maria Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation:  

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
5,418 1,032 536 731 3,119 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Jason Stilwell, City Manager 

Dana Eady, City of Santa Maria 
Frank Albro, City of Santa Maria 

 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 



 
 

 

 

March 18, 2021 
 
Ms. Xenia Bradford 
City Manager 
City of Solvang 
Sent via email to:  xeniab@cityofsolvang.com 
 
RE:  Draft 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
 
Dear Ms. Bradford 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), in its role as the Council 
of Governments for the Santa Barbara County region is responsible for carrying out 
certain aspects of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in accordance 
with Government Code Section 65580, et seq.  During its March 18, 2021 meeting, the 
SBCAG Board of Directors adopted a methodology for allocating the region’s 6th RHNA 
cycle housing need to the region’s jurisdictions.  The methodology was developed in 
partnership with staff from each of the region’s jurisdictions and subsequently reviewed 
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  With the 
methodology adopted, SBCAG is providing draft 6th cycle RHNA allocations to each of the 
region’s jurisdictions consistent with Government Code Section 65584.05. 
 
City of Solvang Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Allocation: 

Total RHNA 
Allocation 

Very-Low 
Income 

Allocation 

Low-Income 
Allocation 

Moderate-
Income 

Allocation 

Above-
Moderate 
Income 

Allocation 
191 55 39 22 75 

 
The allocations are considered draft until the SBCAG Board of Directors adopts the final 
RHNA Plan, which is anticipated to occur during its August 19, 2021 meeting. 
 
The methodology adopted by the SBCAG Board of Directors, which is used to allocate the 
region’s housing need determination to each local government, is a two-step 
methodology that first allocates north county and south county shares based on existing 
employment (InfoUSA, 2017) and forecasted 2020-2030 employment growth (SBCAG 
Regional Growth Forecast, 2019).  In the second step, the sub-regional shares are 
allocated to the respective jurisdictions based on cost burden and overcrowding factors 
(American Community Survey, 2018, 5-year sample, Tables B25070 and B25014, 
respectively).  The methodology is more thoroughly described in the methodology 
submittal letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA 
webpage:  sbcag.org/rhna.   
 

http://www.sbcag.org/rhna.html
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The RHNA determination provided by HCD includes housing need across four income 
levels, with specific numbers of housing units in each income.  The proportion of housing 
units assigned to each jurisdiction was determined by comparing each jurisdiction’s 
existing household composition against the regional average per income group and 
amplifying that disparity by 1.5 times.  Therefore, for example, a jurisdiction with a 
disproportionate share of very-low income households is provided with an allocation 
containing a smaller share of housing units in that category.  The methodology for 
allocating by income level is more thoroughly described in the methodology submittal 
letter (December 18, 2020) provided to HCD and available on SBCAG’s RHNA webpage. 
 
Receipt of this draft RHNA allocation starts a 45-day appeal period in which jurisdictions 
can appeal their own, or other jurisdiction’s allocation consistent with Government Code 
Section 65584.05(b). More information regarding the appeals process can be found on the 
SBCAG RHNA webpage. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marjie Kirn 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Laurie Tamura, Contract City Planner 
 Michael Becker, SBCAG 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel 
 Tom Brinkhuis, HCD 
 file 
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