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September, 2000

Ten years ago, the voters of Santa

Barbara County passed Measure D, a

half-cent sales tax to be collected over a

twenty-year period and used to address

some of the county’s most pressing

transportation problems.  The Santa

Barbara County Association of

Governments (SBCAG) was charged

with administering the funds generated by the tax, and for con-

structing the fifteen major highway projects that were specifically

identified in an approved Expenditure Plan.  The rest of the funds

generated by the tax are distributed to local governments to meet

their particular transportation needs, and to specialized transit

providers who serve senior citizens and persons with disabilities.

We stand now at the midpoint in the Measure D program, and we

felt it was time to take a moment to look back, as well as look for-

ward.  We’ve come a long way in the last ten years, and many pro-

jects and programs have been delivered that are now providing

improved mobility and safety for all Santa Barbara County resi-

dents and visitors.  Through the use of proactive management and

innovative financing, SBCAG has been able to advance the deliv-

ery of several projects that would otherwise have taken many

more years to construct.  Twelve of the fifteen projects in the orig-

inal Expenditure Plan adopted in 1989 are now complete, includ-

ing the recently opened Route 101/Milpas Street interchange pro-

ject and the Route 101/154 interchange project near Los Olivos.

In addition, the local governments within the county have been

able to fund road and bridge repairs, transit services, bicycle and

pedestrian projects, and other much-needed transportation

improvements.

While a great deal has been accomplished in the last ten years,

much work remains to be done.  During the next year, we will

begin construction of the Route 101 interchanges at Stowell and

Donovan Roads in Santa Maria.  Further operational improve-

ments on Route 154 will also be initiated to improve traffic flow

and safety.

In this, our mid-term report to the citizens of Santa Barbara

County, we highlight all that has been achieved during the past ten

years by SBCAG and it’s local government and private sector part-

ners.  I invite you, as you travel around our region, to take a few

moments to appreciate the benefits that your tax dollars have pro-

vided.  I also want to thank the SBCAG Board of Directors, staff,

and our consultants and contractors, without whom we could not

have delivered on the promises made to the voters in 1989.

Finally, special recognition is due to my predecessor as Executive

Director, Mr. Gerald Lorden, who more than any other individual

was responsible for our being able to celebrate the success of

Measure D today.

Sincerely,

William F. Derrick

Executive Director

Message from the Executive Director
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Measure D Revenue Distribution

On November 7, 1989, the voters of Santa Barbara County voiced

their commitment to improving our local transportation system by

approving the Measure D Transportation Program.  Measure D

provides local funding for needed transportation improvement

projects through the implementation of a 20-year, one-half percent

countywide sales tax.  Funds from the Measure D tax, which

commenced on April 1, 1990, are dedicated solely to financing

transportation projects and programs in Santa Barbara County.  

When voters approved Measure D, they ratified an Expenditure Plan

that identifies specific projects to be completed and defines how

Measure D revenues are to be distributed to local agencies within the

C o u n t y.  The three major elements of the Expenditure Plan include

the Regional Program, Local Program, and Specialized Tr a n s i t

P r o g r a m .

The Measure D Transportation Program is now at its ten-year

midpoint – an important milestone on the road to improving our local

transportation system.  Throughout the next decade, Measure D will

continue to fund critical improvements to make our county's

transportation system safer and more eff i c i e n t .

REGIONAL PROGRAM

Approximately 29.5% of Measure D
sales tax revenues are allocated to
highway and regional transportation
improvement projects administered by
the Santa Barbara County Association of
Governments.  The Regional Program
includes fifteen major transportation
improvement projects throughout the
County that address specific regional
transportation needs.

LOCALPROGRAM

70% of Measure D revenues are
allocated to local government agencies
to fund street, transit, bikeway,
pedestrian, and other local
transportation projects.  Under the Local
Program, each of the incorporated cities
and County receives a share of Measure
D revenues and determines which
transportation projects to fund based on
local community needs and priorities.

SPECIALIZED TRANSITPROGRAM

Approximately 0.5% of Measure D
revenues are allocated to specialized
transit services throughout the County.
The funds are primarily used to reduce
fares for elderly and disabled persons
and to subsidize paratransit services.

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y
Measure D funds are spent in accordance with an Expenditure Plan approved by county voters.
Changes to the plan require a 2/3 vote of the SBCAG board.

Overview: The Measure D
Transportation Program
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September 1987

California Senate Bill 142 is
enacted enabling voters in
any county to approve a
countywide sales tax to fund
transportation improvements  

Fall 1989

Incorporated cities
and County approve
Expenditure Plan

November 7, 1989

County voters
approve Measure D

April 1991

SBCAG adopts the first annual
Measure D Highway Program
Strategic Plan identifying base-
line costs, scopes, schedules,
implementation programs, and
financing strategies for region-
al highway projects

November 1993

SBCAG issues $48.6 million
in sales tax revenue bonds to
accelerate the construction of
transportation improvement
projects

June 1989

SBCAG board approves
Ordinance No. 1 calling for
a countywide election on
Measure D and the adop-
tion of a transportation
Expenditure Plan

August 1996

Hollister Avenue/Fairview
Avenue Intersection project
completed

April 1, 1990

Collection of
Measure D sales
tax revenue begins

August 1997

Route 101/154
South Interchange
project completed

September 1997

Route 101/Betteravia Road
Interchange project completed

April 1995

• Route 135/Betteravia Road
Intersection project completed

• Route 166 Operational
Improvements project completed

October 1996

Expenditure plan amended to
transfer a portion of Route 101
funding to the Local Program

April 1994

Construction begins on the
first Regional Program trans-
portation improvement project
(Route 166 Operational
Improvements)

June 1990

SBCAG approves first
allocation of Measure
D revenues

May 1997

• Route 101/La
Cumbre Road
Interchange project
completed

• Route 101/Storke
Road Interchange
project completed

• Route 101/Main
Street Interchange
project completed

November 1997

Route 154 Operational
Improvements (Group I) 
project completed

June 1998

Total Measure D
Revenues allocated to
the Local Program
exceeds $100 million

August 1998

Route 1 Operational
Improvements project
completed

e f f i c i e n c yThe amount of time to develop and construct public projects has been significantly accelerated under the Measure D
Regional Program using aggressive program management, public/private partnerships and innovative debt financing.



April 2000

Route 101/Milpas
Street Interchange
project completed

2004

Local Program allocations
expected to top $200 million

Summer 2002

• Estimated completion date 
for Route 101/Stowell Road
Interchange project

• Estimated completion date 
for Route 101/Donovan
Road Interchange project

2005

Estimated completion date 
for Route 101 Corridor
Improvements south of 
Santa Barbara

2008

Local Program allocations
expected to top $300 million

April 2010

Measure D expires

August 2000

Route 101/154 (North)
Interchange project completed Summer 2004

Estimated completion date 
for Route 154 Operational
Improvements (Group II)

During the final years of the 20-year

M e a s u re D pro g ram, allocations will

continue to be made for crucial Local

Program projects and Specialized Transit

Services.  Allocations for the Regional

Program will be used to repay bonds that

were issued to accelerate completion of

the 15 highway projects in the program.
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t i m e l y  d e l i v e r y
Twelve of the fifteen regional projects promised to Santa Barbara County voters
have been completed just ten years into the program.



5

R
E
G
I
O
N
A
L

P
R
O
G
R
A
M

The Expenditure Plan approved by Santa Barbara County

voters specifies that nearly 30% of the sales tax revenues

generated by Measure D be allocated to complete fifteen major

regional highway improvement projects throughout the county.

The $130 million Measure D Regional Highway Program

includes some of the most visible and critically needed

transportation improvements in our region.  The fifteen projects

in the program address many long-standing traffic and safety

problems.  For example, improvements completed at the Route

101/La Cumbre interchange in 1997 virtually eliminated traff i c

back-ups and long motorist delays.  And, commuting over the

San Marcos Pass is now safer and more convenient because

of operational improvements completed at several locations as

part of the Route 154 Measure D project.

At the midpoint in the 20-year term of Measure D, 12 of the 15

regional highway projects have been completed and planning

is underway for the remaining three projects.  The rapid

progress in completing the Measure D Regional Highway

program has been the result of SBCAG’s emphasis on early

project delivery, aggressive program and fiscal management,

e ffective partnerships with public and private organizations,

and the leveraging of supplemental funding.

The map to the right identifies each of the fifteen regional

highway improvement projects and their current status.

Regional Program Projects

1 . Route 101/Milpas Street Interchange

2 . Route 101/154 North Interchange

3 . Route 101/La Cumbre Road Interchange

4 . Route 101/Betteravia Road Interchange

5 . Route 101/154 South Interchange

6 . Route 1 Operational Improvements

7 . Route 154 Operational Improvements

8 . Route 101/Storke Road Interchange

9 . Route 101/Main Street Interchange

1 0 . Hollister Avenue/Fairview Avenue Intersection

11 . Route 166 Operational Improvements

1 2 . Route 135/Betteravia Road Intersection

1 3 . Route 101/Stowell Road Interchange

1 4 . Route 101/Donovan Road Interchange

1 5 . Route 101 Corridor Improvements

Project Progress Legend

C o m p l e t e d

Under Development

Project Location

Regional Program
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p r o g r e s s  a s  p r o m i s e d
At the mid-point of Measure D, SBCAG has completed 80% of the highway projects and will continue
to deliver “Progress as Promised.”
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As one of Santa Barbara’s busiest interchanges, the heavily

congested five-point intersection of Milpas Street, Carpinteria Street,

and the Route 101 northbound on and off-ramps suffered from

lengthy traffic delays, poor operations, and seasonal flooding.

Improved safety and operational efficiency was made possible at this

high volume interchange through the construction of an innovative

roundabout design.  The project also featured an improved drainage

system to reduce flooding; pavement reconstruction and resurfacing

of Milpas Street between the railroad tracks and Mason Street; and

the construction of improved sidewalks and bike lanes on Milpas

Street to increase safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  New traff i c

signals with pedestrian push buttons and signal heads were also

added along with enhanced landscaping and artistic elements.  T h e

Route 101/Milpas Street Interchange Project has created a new

gateway to the Milpas corridor, enhanced accessibility to local

businesses, shortened traffic delays, and created greater safety for

bicyclists and pedestrians. 

• Total Project Cost $7.1 million

• Measure D Funding $6.3 million

• Completion Date April 2000

Route 101/Milpas Street
Interchange Project
City of Santa Barbara

The new Milpas roundabout handles high traffic volumes with little
or no delays.

A website developed by SBCAG and the City of Santa Barbara
explains how to use the roundabout.  www.milpasroundabout.com

m u l t i - m o d a lMeasure D benefits all transportation users in the county: motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, bus riders,
freight haulers, and even equestrians.
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Measure D has enabled high priority safety projects such as the new Route 101/154 North
Interchange Project to be accelerated by approximately five years.

The Route 101/154 Interchange project eliminated the last state highway

to state highway at-grade intersection on Route 101 south of San

Francisco. The project is expected to reduce fatal accidents by 80%.

Right: The new Route 154 bridge over Route 101 uses conventional

on and offramps.

Route 101/154 North
Interchange Project
Near the community of Los Olivos

The intersections of Route 101/Route 154 and Route 101/Zaca Station

Road had a history of high accident rates.  Tr a ffic turning to and from

Route 101 conflicted with high speed freeway traffic.  In order to increase

motorist safety and improve traffic flow at these intersections, a full

diamond interchange was constructed approximately 0.6 miles north of

the original intersection of Route 101/Route 154.  The new interchange

was strategically placed in order to minimize conflicts with an

archeological site and and other sensitive environmental resources.  A

two-lane overcrossing now provides safer access between Route 101

and Route 154 through the use of northbound and southbound on and

o ff-ramps.  The project was completed by SBCAG five years ahead of

its original schedule and leveraged $3.75 million in state matching funds.

• Total Project Cost $10.5 million

• Measure D Funding $6.7 million

• Completion Date August 2000

e f f i c i e n c y
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A view of the 101/La Cumbre bridge.  Attention to details resulted in

an award-winning project.

Practical and aesthetic issues combine in the sandstone wall lining

the roadway south of Route 101 rising to the height of the overpass.

The Route 101/La Cumbre interchange is a gateway to upper State

Street and numerous shopping centers, businesses, and residential

areas.  Congestion was a daily occurrence at this heavily traveled

interchange, with traffic back-ups on the off-ramp frequently

extending into the freeway.  The steel girder bridges were only two

lanes wide with one sidewalk on the west side, no room for bicyclists,

and the on and off-ramps were too short and narrow.  The project

improvements eliminated these problems and made the interchange

more efficient and safe.  The old bridges were replaced with new,

wider concrete bridges over Route 101 and the Union Pacific

Railroad tracks.  Dedicated bike lanes and sidewalks were added on

both sides of the roadway.  And, the southbound Route 101 on and

o ff-ramps were widened and lengthened to provide more storage

c a p a c i t y.  The project received several awards for its incorporation of

unique aesthetic and seismic design features.

• Total Project Cost $10.4 million

• Measure D Funding $9.0 million

• Completion Date May 1997

Route 101/La Cumbre Road
Interchange Project
City of Santa Barbara

c o m m u n i t y  v a l u e sMeasure D projects have incorporated aesthetic design elements and extensive landscaping to ensure
that they become assets to the communities they serve for generations to come
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c o n g e s t i o n  r e l i e f
Measure D projects help relieve growing congestion on the County’s highway system through
interchange improvements, passing lanes, and other operational improvements.

When the Route 101/Betteravia Road Interchange was originally

constructed in 1962, it was surrounded by farm fields and vacant land.

As development in the City of Santa Maria and community of Orcutt

expanded to the freeway, the old two-lane overcrossing soon became

obsolete.  Tr a ffic operations have been substantially improved at the

interchange following the completion of this Measure D project.  T h e

project included the widening of the northbound Route 101 on and off -

ramps and Betteravia Road by approximately three times its original

width at the Route 101 overpass.  Two frontage roads, Nicholson

Avenue and Bradley Road, were realigned away from the interchange.

In addition, the Route 101 southbound on and off-ramps were relocated

further to the west and Nicholson Avenue was extended to the north to

provide alternate access to the adjacent truck stop.  Prior to the project,

accessing the interchange was challenging and time consuming due to

the lack of signals, closely aligned frontage roads, and a steady volume

of trucks turning into the truck stop.  The interchange is now less

compact, promoting better traffic circulation, fewer delays, and

improved safety for motorists, trucks, bicyclists, and pedestrians.

• Total Project Cost $7.0 million

• Measure D Funding $6.8 million

• Completion Date September 1997

Route 101/Betteravia Road
Interchange Project
City of Santa Maria and community of Orcutt

The improved Route 101/Betteravia Interchange serves the travel

needs of the rapidly growing Santa Maria Valley including a nearby

major retail shopping center and interstate truck terminal.
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The Route 101/154 South interchange serves as an important

gateway between Santa Barbara and north

S a n t a Barbara County.  Congestion and

delays at this intersection were frequent

and extensive due to the narrow bridge

over Route 101 and heavy traffic heading

south from Route 154 to southbound

Route 101.  In addition, the southbound

on-ramp was substandard, making acceleration and merging

onto Route 101 difficult.  The project resolved these problems by

widening the Route 154 bridge and roadway over Route 101 and

relocating the southbound on-ramp from

State Street to Route 154, eliminating

congestion and delays on State Street.

The new on-ramp was lengthened and an

acceleration lane was added on Route 101

to facilitate merging onto the freeway.

Calle Real and the northbound 101 off -

ramp were also widened to increase traffic capacity and improve

operations.  Aesthetic features also figured prominently in the

project design: Spanish tile was set into the bridge rail, Chumash

artwork was provided in median areas, architectural features

were incorporated into the bridge and retaining walls, and

extensive landscaping was planted to beautify the project.

• Total Project Cost $7.9 million

• Measure D Funding $7.6 million

• Completion Date August 1997

Route 101/154 South
Interchange Project
City of Santa Barbara and community of Goleta

A new bridge and freeway ramp improvements make connections

between Routes 101 and 154 faster and more convenient.

Left: Tilework inspired by traditional Chumash symbols highlights

the region’s Native American heritage.

i n d i v i d u a lMeasure D strives to improve transportation while maintaining each community’s character.
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Route 1 Operational
Improvements
B et ween Ro u te 101 near Gav i ota to Ro u te 246 in Lomp o c

Scenic Route 1 was widened to include new eight foot shoulders

and was overlayed with smooth asphalt surfacing as shown looking

south towards Route 101.

New shoulders and catchment areas for falling rocks were

constructed in challenging mountain terrain.

Scenic Route 1 is a two-lane undivided highway that serves as both

a recreational route and a vital connection for Lompoc commuters

bound for the Santa Barbara area.  This 19-mile stretch of aged

roadway had limited passing opportunities, narrow two-foot

shoulders, and lacked left-turn lanes at major intersections.  T h e s e

conditions, combined with heavy commute and truck traffic, created

long queues of slow moving vehicles and unsafe passing and driving

conditions.  To enhance the safety and operation of this route,

several different project improvements were implemented.  Passing

lanes were constructed in two locations, and left-turn lanes at Jalama

and Santa Rosa Roads were installed to improve traffic flow and

s a f e t y.  Fifteen miles of roadway were reconstructed and repaved to

provide a smoother drive and longer pavement life.  Eight-foot wide

shoulders were constructed along Route 1 serving as emergency

parking and bicycle lanes.  Preventive rock fall measures were

incorporated in areas with steep cut slopes.  And, the new Wa r b l e r

and Savannah Oak habitat was created for birds and trees impacted

by the project.

• Total Project Cost $14.0 million

• Measure D Funding $10.3 million

• Completion Date August 1998

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e n s i t i v i t y
Extensive environmental mitigation, including oak tree planting, creation of wetlands, and protection of
archaeological resources help minimize the impact of Measure D projects.
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In May of 1997, the Route 101/Storke Road Interchange Project

was completed, alleviating traffic congestion and providing a safer

overpass for motorists traveling to Goleta, Isla Vista, and the

UCSB campus.  Prior to the completion of this project the narrow

two-lane bridge and five-point intersection at Glen Annie Road,

Calle Real, and the northbound on

and off-ramps had magnified traffic

delays and congestion.  In addition,

the concrete used to construct

bridges over Route 101 and the

Union Pacific Railroad tracks

contained reactive aggregate which

significantly shortened the life of the

structures.  To improve safety and

t r a ffic operations, the old bridges

were removed and replaced with

wider structures on a straighter alignment over Route 101. 

• Total Project Cost $10.3 million

• Measure D Funding $3.6 million

• Completion Date May 1997

Route 101/Storke Road
Interchange Project
Goleta

s a f e t yMeasure D projects such as the Route 154 Operational Improvements have dramatically improved public safety
at locations that previously experienced high accident rates.

Route 154 is primarily a two-lane undivided conventional highway that

connects Santa Barbara’s south coast area to northern Santa B a r b a r a

County via the San Marcos Pass.  Tr a ffic on Route 154 has grown with

increased commuting from the north county and recreational travel

associated with the Los Padres National Forest, Lake Cachuma, and

other Santa Ynez Valley attractions. This mix of traffic often creates

delays and long queues of slow moving

t r a ffic.  Limited shoulders, left-turn

pockets, turnouts, and passing

opportunities also impact the operation

and safety of the highway.  Improvements

to Route 154 were segregated into two

phases of work (Group I & II) based on

priority and schedule.  Group I improvements included the construction

of three passing lanes, one acceleration lane, six turning lane

improvements, one turnout, and one shoulder widening.  SBCAG is

now in the process of developing Group II improvements to further

enhance the operation and safety of Route 154.

• Measure D Funding $ 11.9 million

• Total Project Cost $12.4 million

• Completion Date November 1997 (Group I)

Summer 2004, (estimated - Group II)

Route 154 Operational
Improvements
Between Santa Barbara and the community of Los Olivos
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The Main Street interchange is an important link to downtown Santa

Maria, Guadalupe, and adjacent commercial and residential areas.

Before the Measure D improvements,

this interchange was very congested

due to limited left-turn storage capacity

on Main Street and the close proximity

of frontage roads to the freeway on and

o ff-ramps.  To relieve traffic congestion,

the project realigned three of the four

freeway ramps, reconstructed and

restriped Main Street to allow more left

turn storage capacity, and eliminated

one signalized intersection.  In addition,

Bradley Road was converted to a one-way street in the southbound

direction to improve traffic operations at the interchange.   

• Total Project Cost $4.8 million

• Measure D Funding $4.6 million

• Completion Date May 1997

Route 101/Main Street
Interchange Project
City of Santa Maria

The Hollister/Fairview intersection is a busy and vital link in Old To w n

Goleta because of its proximity to Route 101, the Santa Barbara

Airport, and many local businesses.  Recurring congestion at the old

undersized intersection impacted businesses and forced many

travellers to find

alternative routes to avoid

delays.  The project

significantly improved

t r a ffic, bicycle, and

pedestrian operations and

reduced delays through

the construction of new sidewalks, bike lanes, turning lanes, through

lanes, and additional length to existing left turn lanes.  T h e s e

improvements also substantially increased traffic storage capacity on

Hollister and Fairview Avenues.  Development adjacent to the

intersection limited the improvement options and required careful and

creative engineering by SBCAG and the County of Santa B a r b a r a .

• Total Project Cost $3.8 million

• Measure D Funding $3.7 million

• Completion Date August 1996

Hollister Avenue/Fairview Avenue
Intersection Project
Goleta

p a r t n e r s h i p s
Development and construction of Measure D projects have been significantly accelerated
through effective private sector contracting and other public/private partnerships.
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The heavily traveled intersection of Route 135 (Broadway) and

Betteravia Road lies at the heart of the Santa Maria/Orcutt urbanized

area, providing access to the Santa Maria municipal airport, Betteravia

Government Center, shopping areas, and outlying farm lands.

Increased traffic in the area overtaxed the intersection, which had limited

left turn storage capacity and lacked "free" right-turn lanes where heavy

t r a ffic movements occurred.  This resulted in substandard operations

and long traffic delays.  The project operationally improved the

intersection by lengthening three left turn lanes to increase storage

capacity and constructing two "free" right turn lanes.

• Total Project Cost $1.1 million

• Measure D Funding $1.0 million

• Completion Date April 1995

Route 135/Betteravia Road
Intersection Project
City of Santa Maria 

Route 166 is an undivided two-lane conventional highway that

serves as the primary access route between the City of Guadalupe

and the City of Santa Maria.  Prior to completion of the project, this

seven-mile stretch of highway had narrow shoulders and lacked left-

turn lanes at intersections, causing safety hazards and frequent

t r a ffic delays.  The project improvements reduced these problems by

constructing left turn lanes at five intersections.  Wider shoulders

were also constructed throughout the project limits to improve safety

for bicyclists and provide emergency parking.

• Total Project Cost $2.7 million

• Measure D Funding $1.9 million

• Completion Date April 1995

Route 166 Operational
Improvements Project
Between the cities of Guadalupe and Santa Maria

l e v e r a g i n gMeasure D has allowed local governments to secure over $21 million in additional federal and state funds by
using Measure D funds as the necessary “local match.”

Robert
must be on time. His job depends on it.  When traffic is heavy and congested, Robert has

d i fficulty completing his delivery route. As a result of Measure D improvements at the Route

101/Milpas Street intersection, congestion and long waiting time at the traffic signals have

been alleviated. Robert appreciates how Measure D has made his job easier. 
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The Route 101/Stowell Road interchange serves commercial

development and residents to the west and agricultural areas to

the east of Santa Maria.  The existing bridge at Stowell Road and

Route 101 is very narrow and has steep approach grades that limit

a driver’s sight distance.  To relieve congestion and accommodate

future growth, the existing bridge over Route 101 is being

replaced with a new structure that will be four lanes wide and

includes shoulders and sidewalks on both sides.  The approaches

to the new bridge will be "flattened" to increase visibility.  In

addition, Stowell Road will be widened between Nicholson Avenue

and Bradley Road to accommodate increased traffic flows.

• Total Project Cost $6.8 million

• Measure D Funding $6.0 million

• Completion Date Summer 2002

Route 101/Stowell Road
Interchange Project
City of Santa Maria

Commercial and retail development west of Route 101 strained the

capacity of the two lane Stowell Road overpass in Santa Maria.

Lee
rides his bicycle to work, doing his part to reduce pollution and traffic congestion. As a

resident and employee in Goleta, his daily commute takes him through areas improved

by Measure D.  Not only do the improvement projects allow for more efficient traffic and

less congestion, but they afford more safety for cyclists, something Lee and his family

appreciate.
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The original Measure D Expenditure Plan included funds to widen heavily

congested Route 101 from San Ysidro Road to the Ventura County line

and improve interchanges along this segment of the 101 freeway.  Due to

the lack of community consensus on the project scope, however, the

SBCAG board amended the Expenditure Plan in October 1996 and

reallocated $7.5 million from this project into the Local Program.  T h i s

enabled idle funds to be put to immediate use throughout the county while

scoping issues on this project are resolved.  Efforts are currently underway

by SBCAG and Caltrans to develop community consensus on

improvements that will mitigate the heavy traffic congestion throughout this

portion of the Route 101 corridor.

• Total Project Cost To Be Determined

• Measure D Funding $ 11.1 million

• Completion Date Fall 2005 (estimated)

Ro u te 101 Corridor Imp rove m e n t s
City of Santa Barbara, City of Carp i n te ria and 
Communities of Summerland and Monte c i to

l o c a lMeasure D continues to provide local control, local accountability, and local funding for critical
transportation improvements in Santa Barbara County.

The Route 101/Donovan Road interchange serves as an important link to

industrial and residential areas in the City of Santa Maria.  The current narrow

two-lane bridge over Route 101 lacks the required clearance and also creates

a bottleneck for traffic on Donovan Road.  In addition, the lack of signals at

Donovan Road and the northbound and southbound freeway ramps has

resulted in delays for vehicles waiting to make left turns.  To improve traff i c

operations, Donovan Road will be widened to four lanes with shoulders and

sidewalks between College Drive and Carlotti Drive; the northbound Route

101 ramps will be realigned (completed by the City of Santa Maria); and a new

southbound Route 101 on-ramp will be constructed.  

• Total Project Cost $8.9 million

• Measure D Funding $8.6 million

• Completion Date Summer 2002 (estimated)

Route 101/Donovan Road
Interchange Project
City of Santa Maria 

April
drives through Santa Barbara daily.  Her love for the coastal climate, beautiful

landscaping, and unique architecture motivate her to explore the city. To her delight, the

Route 101/154 South Interchange was constructed to achieve efficient transportation with

an artistic design.  April sees the benefits of Measure D projects that improve

transportation and enhance the appeal of her community.
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The Measure D Expenditure Plan approved by Santa Barbara County

voters specifies that 70% of the net sales tax revenues be distributed

to city and county governments to meet local transportation needs.

As of June 30, 2000, approximately $165 million in Measure D Local

Program funds have been collected and allocated to local

governments.  Based on revenues generated over the past decade

and strategic plan forecasts, it is estimated that a total of $333 million

in Measure D Local Program tax revenues will be generated and

allocated over the program’s twenty-year time span. 

Participants in the Local Program include the County of Santa

Barbara and the seven incorporated cities located within the county.

Each of these local governments receives a base allocation of

$50,000 per year with the remaining tax revenues distributed

according to each jurisdiction’s population.

Decisions on how Measure D Local Program funds are implemented

are made by the City Council representing each city and the Board

of Supervisors representing the unincorporated areas of the county.

This discretion allows jurisdictions to identify and meet their local

transportation needs.

The following pages describe examples of projects that have been

completed in each jurisdiction using Measure D Local Program funds.

Measure D Local Agency Expenditures
Quarter Ending March 31, 2000

Local Transit Improvements/Services (4.8%)

• Transit buses, facilities, and equipment
• New and expanded transit services

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation (80.5%)

• New pavement overlay
• Street rehabilitation and reconstruction
• Street patching, pothole repairs, surface treating, 

and joint sealing
• Curb, gutter, sidewalk, and drain repairs
• Bridge repairs
• Storm damage repairs

Note: Data based on expenditures through March 31, 2000.

Street Improvements (6.3%)

• Operational Improvements
• Intersection Improvements
• Signalization improvements
• Street lighting
• Bridge widening
• Landscaping

Roadway Capacity Improvements (2.1%)

• New roadway segments and interchanges
• Widening for additional traffic lanes

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities (6.3%)

• Bikeway Improvements and maintenance
• New bikeways and designated bike routes
• New pedestrian facilities
• New sidewalks and sidewalk extensions
• School crossings
• Handicap ramps

c r e a t i v e  f u n d i n g
The benefits of Measure D have been compounded by obtaining new state and federal matching funds
for use on transportation projects.

Local Pro g ra m
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Do all Measure D funds support Santa Barbara County transportation construction programs?

The flexibility of Measure D funds has allowed the City of

Buellton to construct a wide variety of projects to meet its

local transportation needs.  The City has primarily allocated

its funds for street and roadway capacity improvement projects,

including new bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

Central Avenue Street Improvements Project

The Central Avenue Street project consisted of roadway

rehabilitation, drainage improvements, roadway reconstruction and

widening, and the installation of new sidewalk and handicap access

ramps.  Central Av e n u e

is an important arterial

through the City for

north/south traff i c

movements.  T h e

benefits to the public

include ease of

pedestrian mobility

through the use of new

sidewalks, a wider

roadway for parking,

v e h i c u l a r, and bicycle

t r a ffic, and prolonged life of the City's infrastructure.

Buellton

i n d i v i d u a lMeasure D funds provide small communities with much needed transportation funds.

After completion of Central Avenue rehabilitation and

reconstruction, the improvements provided motorists and

bicyclists with a smooth riding surface and pedestrians with much

needed sidewalks.

Left: Nearing completion of Central Avenue improvements.

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 1 6 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 3 1 %

Street Improvements 4 1 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 0%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 12%

Buellton Expenditures



20

L
O
C
A
L

P
R
O
G
R
A
M

l o c a l  c o n t r o l
All Measure D funds are administered by the SBCAG Board of Directors, consisting of elected officials from
each local government entity.

C a r p i n t e r i a ’s City Council elected to use 53% of its

Measure D funds on street maintenance, repair and

rehabilitation.  The balance of the City’s funds were

used on street improvements (39%), local transit improvements and

services (4%), bicycle and pedestrian facilities (2%), and roadway

capacity improvements (2%).

Linden Avenue/Carpinteria Avenue Improvement Project

In 1993, the City of Carpinteria embarked on a multi-phase

improvement project to renovate and revitalize its downtown district.

Portions of Linden and Carpinteria Avenues were completely

reconstructed to encourage pedestrian and bicycle use while also

providing convenient parking for adjacent shops.  The project

included safer pedestrian crossings, smoother roadway surfaces,

bus stops, extensive landscaped planters, decorative street lighting,

and other attractive amenities to create an inviting corridor that has

helped rejuvenate the downtown area.

Carpinteria

The completed improvements on Linden Avenue were part of the

revitalization of the City’s downtown area. The project included new

pedestrian cross-walks, bike lanes, and extensive landscaping.

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 5 3 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 2 %

Street Improvements 3 9 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 4%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 2%

Carpinteria Expenditures
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f l e x i b i l i t yMeasure D funds allow flexibility for local governments so that their particular transportation problems can be solved.

Lompoc
The City of Lompoc’s share of Measure D funds have

been spent primarily on street maintenance, repairs, and

rehabilitation (94%).  The remaining 6% of funds have

been allocated to street improvements (3%), bicycle and pedestrian

facilities (2%), and roadway capacity improvements (1%).

Central Avenue Reconstruction Project

Using Measure D funds, the City of Lompoc reconstructed Central

Avenue from D Street to Bailey Avenue, one of the City’s primary

commercial/business corridors.  The improvements utilized an

innovative fiberglass reinforcing grid that allowed the asphalt overlay

to be placed directly on top of it – thereby minimizing pavement

removal work and delays to the public.  Completed in 1998, the project

is approximately two miles in length and now provides a smooth

roadway surface that eliminates puddles and increases the useful life

of the roadway.

The City of Guadalupe has used its Measure D funding

allocation exclusively for street maintenance, repair,

and rehabilitation.

Treasure Park Street Rehabilitation Project

In 1997, the City of Guadalupe completed an extensive roadway

rehabilitation project at Treasure Park made possible by Measure D

funds.  The project improved the deteriorating roadway surface on

ten streets and the overall drainage at two locations within Tr e a s u r e

Park.  A m b e r, Second, Birch, Cedar, Third, Elm, Fir, Holly, Fourth,

and Flower Streets were overlaid to provide a smooth driving

surface.  Drainage throughout the park was improved by the

installation of new curbs and gutters.  Flooding has been eliminated

at A m b e r, Second, Birch, and Cedar Streets and drainage problems

were corrected at both Flower and Fourth Street.

Guadalupe

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 1 0 0 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 0 %

Street Improvements 0 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 0%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 0%

Guadalupe Expenditures

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 9 4 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 1 %

Street Improvements 3 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 0%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 2%

Lompoc Expenditures



Measure D has been an important source of

transportation revenues for the City of Santa Barbara.

The City's Measure D revenues have been allocated for

street maintenance, repairs, and rehabilitation (72%), local transit

services (16%), street improvements (6%), new bicycle and

pedestrian facilities (3%), and roadway capacity improvements (3%).

Downtown Shuttle 

To help reduce traffic congestion and facilitate shopping and tourism in

downtown Santa Barbara, the City worked with SBMTD to initiate the

D o w n t o w n - Waterfront Shuttle program funded in part by Measure D.

The program provides low-cost transportation for local pedestrians

and tourists on open-air, zero-emission electric shuttles throughout the

City's waterfront and downtown corridor.  The new shuttle service has

reduced traffic congestion

and provided safe and

environmentally friendly

public transportation.  T h e

success of the Downtown-

Waterfront Shuttle program

has led to expanded

services to other areas.

Salsipuedes Street Extension

Salsipuedes Street (later renamed Calle César Chávez) was

extended between Cabrillo Boulevard and Quinientos Street,

providing an important

transportation link

between the waterfront

and the City's east side

areas.  T h e

improvements included

the construction of an at-

grade railroad crossing,

new sidewalks, drainage improvements, new paved roadway,

lighting, landscaping, and new bike lanes.
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Santa Barbara

m o b i l i t y
Measure D funds have been used to improve mobility for Santa Barbara County residents and visitors,
whether they travel by car, by bus, on a bicycle, or on foot.

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 7 2 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 3 %

Street Improvements 6 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 16%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 3%

S a n t a Barbara Expenditures
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Kimberly
enjoys strolling city streets including her favorite area, downtown Carpinteria. Recently

completed improvements on Linden Avenue have made her frequent walks there safer

and more convenient. Kimberly especially appreciates the clearly designated crosswalks

that are pedestrian-friendly and make crossing the street a breeze.

f i n a n c i a l  a i dMeasure D funds have helped supplement the County’s limited revenues needed for crucial street maintenance
repairs and rehabilitation.

The County of Santa Barbara has a critical need for

maintenance funding for its aging roadway system. 

Measure D has helped meet this need by providing

funding for local transportation improvements.  Approximately

85% of the County's share of Measure D funds have been used

for street repair and maintenance.

Mesa Road

Mesa Road is a very important link for wineries and aggregate mining

businesses located on the east side of the Sisquoc River.  In 1993,

several severe storms damaged the Garey Bridge on Mesa Road,

making the bridge structurally unsafe.  In December 1998, a new 600-

foot long bridge was completed on a new Mesa Road alignment using

Measure D and Federal Highway Emergency Relief funds. 

County of Santa Barbara

The new 600’Garey Bridge spans the Sisquoc River.

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 8 5 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 0 %

Street Improvements 2 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 3%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 10%

County of Santa Barbara Expenditures
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Like many of the other cities, Solvang has expended

most of its Measure D funds (69%) on street

maintenance, repairs, and rehabilitation projects.  T h e

C i t y ’s remaining funds have been allocated for street improvements

(16%), roadway capacity improvements (10%), and bicycle and

pedestrian facilities (5%).

Solvang Rehabilitation/Reconstruction Projects

Solvang has used its Measure D allocations for roadway rehabilitation

and reconstruction projects at various locations within the city limits.

The projects have improved the driving surface and drainage on

roadways for vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians, as well as

prolonged the life of the infrastructure.  The following roadways were

improved: First Street, Second Street, Molle Wa y, Alisal Road (North),

Alamo Pintado Road, Hans Christian Andersen Park Road,

Copenhagen Drive, Kronborg Wa y, Roskide Road, Elverhoy Wa y,

Birch Drive, Third Street, Willow Drive and Mountain View Drive.

Solvang

m a i n t e n a n c e
Measure D Local Program funds provide much-needed supplemental funds for the maintenance
and repair of the local roadway system.

Santa Maria
Street maintenance and repairs make up 80% of the

C i t y ’s Measure D expenditures.  The remaining 20% of

Measure D funds have been allocated for street

improvements, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and roadway

capacity improvements.

Stowell Road Reconstruction Project

As part of the City’s Stowell Road Reconstruction Project, Stowell

Road between Broadway (Route 135) and Bradley Road was

completed in 1993 using Measure D and State funds.  This first

segment of the project was approximately one mile in length and

included new asphalt paving, followed by chip-seal surfacing.  T h e

project has improved the driving surface and extended the useful life

of the roadway.  The City is currently in the process of completing the

final segment of the Stowell Road project between Broadway and

Depot Street.

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 8 0 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 5 %

Street Improvements 1 0 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 0%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 5%

S a n t a Maria Expenditures

Street Maintenance, Repair & Rehabilitation 6 9 %

Roadway Capacity Improvements 1 0 %

Street Improvements 1 6 %

Local Transit Improvements/Services 0%

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 5%

Solvang Expenditures



Approximately 0.5% of all Measure D revenues are dispersed to

specialized transit operators throughout the County.  The funds are

allocated to public paratransit operators to reduce fares and improve

door-to-door transit service for seniors and the disabled.  Funds may

be used to:

• Reduce elderly and disabled person fares to not less than 50% of

existing elderly and disabled person fares

• Provide operating subsidy for paratransit service improvements

and expansion

• Contribute to the farebox to meet Transportation Development A c t

(TDA) requirements

• Provide operating subsidy for existing service

Allocations are based on population within four designated

apportionment areas.  Recipients are: EasyLift Transportation (South

Coast area), Santa Maria Area Transit (Santa Maria and Orcutt

area), City of Lompoc Transit, and Santa Ynez Valley Tr a n s i t .
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EasyLift Transportation provides door-to-door service for south

coast residents with disabilities at a low cost.

Specialized Transit Pro g ra m

Polly
recognized that it was time to give up her car, but she wanted to continue doing what she

has always done: volunteer at the local hospital and run errands.  At the suggestion of

several friends, she tried SMOOTH.  Convenient door-to-door service, inexpensive fares,

comfortable buses, and kind drivers made her travels safe and enjoyable.  Polly has

been so satisfied that she recommends that all her friends take advantage of SMOOTH.



Measure D Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 
Fund Balances FY 1989-90 – 1998-99

Cumulative Revenues and Expenditures
for FY 1989-99 – 1998-99

Revenues

Measure D Sales Tax

Interest

Other

Bond Proceeds

Total Revenues

Allocations

Local Program

Specialized Transit Program

Highway Program

Debt Service

Total Allocations

Administrative Expenditures

Planning and Administration (SBCAG)

Other

Total Administrative Expenditures

Fund Balance, FY 1999

162,573,181

13,578,374

1,557,704

48,006,541

225,715,800

112,597,585

754,001

64,493,803

22,670,205

200,515,594

1,771,151

52,378

1,823,529

23,376,677

   

                     

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

  

  

                                                  

            

                                  

            

Annual Measure D Sales Tax Revenues
(Excludes Interest and Bond Proceeds)

                     

  

  

  

  

 

                                                  

            

   

                    

        

    
    

i n n o v a t i v e  f i n a n c i n g
Use of bonding has allowed the public to enjoy the benefits of Measure D projects much sooner
than would otherwise have been possible.
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Financial Summary



Regional Program: Revenue and Expenditures (as of June 30, 2000, in escalated dollars)

Revenues

Sales Tax Revenue

Other Funding

State Local Transportation Partnership Program Matching Funds

State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Funds

State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) Funds

Caltrans Maintenance

Other Local and Federal Funding Sources

Total Other Funding

Interest Earnings

Total Revenue

Expenditures

Bond Repayment

Project Expenditures

Total Expenditures

Ending Balance

54,448,000

3,589,000

7,394,000

1,495,000

1,058,000

1,628,000

15,164,000

7,202,000

76,814,000

26,242,000

38,162,000

64,404,000

12,410,000

Local Program: Revenue and Expenditures (as of June 30, 2000)

J u r i s d i c t i o n

B u e l l t o n

C a r p i n t e r i a

G u a d a l u p e

L o m p o c

City of Santa Barbara 

County of Santa Barbara 

Santa Maria

S o l v a n g

To t a l

Total Expenditures to Date (Since 07/01/90)Total Revenues to Date (Since 07/01/90)

1 , 4 6 3 , 4 0 7

5 , 3 1 2 , 3 8 2

2 , 5 6 4 , 0 0 4

1 3 , 5 6 9 , 3 0 7

3 0 , 9 1 6 , 3 8 9

6 8 , 5 5 5 , 7 0 1

2 2 , 6 9 8 , 6 9 9

2 , 1 6 4 , 4 5 7

1 4 6 , 9 4 7 , 3 4 6

1 , 3 8 4 , 4 2 0

5 , 1 9 7 , 5 0 3

2 , 2 8 6 , 8 0 2

1 2 , 6 6 4 , 1 0 6

2 6 , 7 6 0 , 1 0 1

5 6 , 8 9 4 , 3 6 6

2 1 , 3 1 2 , 5 6 9

1 , 6 2 4 , 1 9 8

1 2 8 , 1 2 4 , 0 6 5

Ending Balance

7 8 , 9 8 7

11 4 , 8 7 9

2 7 7 , 2 0 2

9 0 5 , 2 0 1

3 , 8 5 9 , 2 8 8

11 , 6 6 1 , 3 3 5

1 , 3 8 6 , 1 3 0

5 4 0 , 2 5 9

1 8 , 8 2 3 , 2 8 1

27

F
I
N
A
N
C
I
A
L

S
U
M
M
A
R
Y

f l e x i b i l i t yLocal governments can elect to use Measure D funds for a wide variety of transportation needs.



S u p e r v i s o r s

Naomi Schwartz First District 

Susan Rose Second District

Gail Marshall Third District

Joni Gray, Fourth District
SBCAG 2000 Chair

Tom Urbanske Fifth District

C i t i e s

Buellton Russ Hicks, Mayor

C a r p i n t e r i a Richard Weinberg, Councilman, SBCAG 2000 Vice Chair

G u a d a l u p e Kenneth Westall, Councilman

L o m p o c Dewayne Holmdahl, Councilman

Santa Barbara Gilbert Garcia, Councilman

Santa Maria Larry Lavagnino, Councilman

S o l v a n g Ed Andrisek, Mayor

SBCAG Measure D Management Staff

William F. Derrick Executive Director

Jim M. Kemp Deputy Director

Bob Perkins Transportation Planner, Local Program

Measure D Highway Program Management Consultants

Walter J. Lewis III Program Manager, Fluor Daniel 

Fred Luna Project Engineer, Fluor Daniel 

Gerald Comati Project Engineer, COM3 Consulting

SBCAG 2000 Board of DirectorsSBCAG
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) is a

voluntary council of governments formed under a joint powers

agreement executed by each of the general purpose local governments

in SantaBarbara County.  SBCAG’s central purpose is to serve as a

forum for local government officials, community organizations and the

general public to address problems and issues that are regional or multi-

jurisdictional in nature, including transportation.  When Measure D was

approved by SantaBarbara County voters in 1989, SBCAG was

designated as the agency responsible for administration of the program.

SBCAG is governed by a twelve-member Board of Directors consisting

of a city council representative from each of the seven cities in the

County and the five members of the County Board of Supervisors. T h e

city representatives are appointed by their respective city councils.

Highway Program Management
SBCAG elected to outsource the Measure D program management

functions to Fluor Daniel, Inc. and COM3 Consulting, two California

engineering and consulting companies that specialize in transportation

program management.  This public-private relationship provides

SBCAG with additional professional resources and allows the agency

to minimize its permanent staff.  Fluor Daniel's responsibilities include

the management of program budgets, schedules, and scopes of work.

Thank you for supporting Measure D and helping to keep Santa Barbara County transportation safe.
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