TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
This factsheet was prepared by the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG)
to summarize transportation safety within Santa Barbara County
The purpose of this factsheet is to display the
region’s safety statistics for motorized and
non-motorized traffic on public roads in Santa
Barbara County. Making the streets safer for all
users is a top priority of federal, state, regional,
and local governments. Federal programs
provide funding for transportation projects
intended to improve safety across the nation’s
roads.

SBCAG REGION By The Numbers

From 2015-2019 Santa Barbara County experienced
an average of:

5,914 motor vehicle

Leading to an annual average of:

38 Fatalities

Beginning with the Moving Ahead for Progress
in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) and
continued forward with the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, the federal
government has legislated performance-based
planning. Performance-based planning is a
means of selecting projects that seek to
improve
the
transportation
system’s
performance, measured by; safety, pavement
condition, traffic congestion, and bridge
condition.
The California Department of Transportation, or
Caltrans
implements
performance-based
planning in California by setting and working
towards targets for each performance
measure. Each of the state’s 18 Metropolitan
Planning Organizations (MPOs) has the option
of supporting the statewide targets or setting
their own. SBCAG supports the statewide
targets.
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While bicyclists and pedestrians combined for just
6% of all vehicle collisions, they experienced a
much higher proportion of injuries and fatalities.

19% of all fatalities involved people walking
or bicycling.

25%

of all serious injuries involved people
walking or bicycling.

For every 100 Million Vehicle Miles Travelled an average of
about 1 fatality and 5 severe injuries occur.*

*Source: Caltrans HPMS Data based on 2014-2018
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Source: Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) accessed April 2021

