
Regional Transportation Plan Update

Santa Maria Valley Workshop 



Overview
• What is SBCAG?
• What is the RTP?
• What is in the RTP?
• Why is the RTP being updated?
• What issues are being addressed?
• What kind of projects are in the RTP?
• How can I influence the RTP?
• What is the Schedule?



What is SBCAG 
• 13 member body of elected officials, eight 

cities and the County Board of Supervisors
• Required by state and federal law to 

conduct comprehensive regional 
transportation planning and programming

• Required to prepare and update a 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and 
Program



What is the RTP
• A long-term (20 year or more) 

transportation planning document
• Identifies current and future regional 

transportation needs
• Develops access and mobility goals and 

policies
• Developed with agency consultation and 

public participation
• Financially constrained





Why is the RTP being Updated?

• Existing RTP was adopted in 2004
• Changes in Federal transportation 

legislation
• New Public Policy initiatives, public 

outreach, Greenhouse Gas emissions, etc.
• Updated inventory
• New projects
• New funding picture



What is in the RTP?

• Inventory/Forecast  
• Policy Element         
• Action Element – Analysis and 

Conclusion
• Financial Element
• Environmental Considerations





What Are the Issues?
• Population Growth and Change

• Traffic Growth and Congestion

• System preservation, safety, and security



Population-
Countywide

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040



Population for Santa Maria Valley Jurisdictions, 2005 and 2030
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Approximately 50% of local agency road repair and 
maintenance costs are paid for with Measure D revenue



What Are the Issues?

• Safety 
• Mobility
• Environmental considerations
• Freight Movements
• Regional Transit connections
• Financial: Bond funding, Measure D 

• What issues do you think are 
important?



What Are the Needs?
• Information to traveling public
• Roadway, maintenance capacity and 

improved access
• System Management
• Transit enhancements
• Improved connections
• What needs do you think exist and how 

would you like to see these addressed?



What Projects are in the RTP?
• Regionally Significant - Road, Transit, 

Bikeway, Passenger Rail, Information, 
Airport infrastructure projects

• County, Cities, mode operators



Recently Completed Regional Transportation Projects

Stowell Rd. Interchange

Donovan Rd. Interchange

Breeze – To/From 
Lompoc

Clean Air Express –
To/From South Coast

Regional Transit Services
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What Projects are in the RTP?

• Continuing projects: 101 Widening, Santa 
Maria River Bridge, Levee Bike Path, SR1 
and SR166 Roadway Operational 
Improvements 

• What new roadway Projects should we 
consider? McCoy Interchange, 101 
Widening, Santa Maria Way to Clark
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What About Bus Projects?

SMAT Replacement buses and Expansion

SMAT Downtown Transit Center

Breeze Bus
• Same as short –term with improved Saturday headways - from 120 

minutes to 60 minutes for a 12-hour span of service. 
New Reverse Commute Service long term plan
• Add two bi-directional peak trips to Santa Maria and Lompoc
• Add one midday round trip (Santa Maria route)
• Add three hours of Saturday service for better weekend connections.

Guadalupe Transit and Flyer 
SMOOTH bus replacement and expansion



What should we address in the 
RTP that is important to you?

• What type of projects do 
you think are important?

• What are the important 
strategic challenges?



How Can I Influence RTP

• Provide input here at workshop or later
– www.sbcag.org

• Review and comment on draft Plan and 
DEIR



What is the Schedule?

• Initial Workshops

• Initial Draft RTP

• Draft RTP/EIR

• Final Draft -
RTP/EIR

• Adoption

• Oct. 2007

• Dec.        2007

• Jan.         2008

• March      2008

• April         2008



What are the RTP Goals?
• Goal 1:  Provide a comprehensive multi-

modal transportation system
• Goal 2: Preserve and maintain the existing 

transportation system, emphasizing safety 
and efficiency.

• Goal 3: Promote alternative forms of 
transportation to reduce traffic congestion 
and air pollution.



What are the RTP Goals?
• Goal 4: Make the most efficient use of 

limited transportation funds
• Goal 5: Enhance the movement of goods 

and services within the region.
• Goal 6: Encourage land use and growth 

patterns that enhance the livability of our 
communities for current and future 
generations.


