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CHAPTER 1 ï Overview 

2009 FTIP Introduction and Purpose 

Every year the Federal Government provides states, counties, cities 

and transit agencies with funding for thousands of transportation 

projects throughout the country that help improve the mobility of 

residents.  The funding is received by the federal government 

through federal gas taxes.  Types of projects include highway, local 

roadway, public transit, pedestrian, bicycle projects.  These federally 

funded projects need to be identified in a document that allows the public an opportunity to see 

what projects are being funded, which federal funding programs are involved, and when the 

projects will be delivered.  The Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) is the 

document that meets this purpose.   

The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) is the designated 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Santa Barbara County and its incorporated cities 

and must carry out transportation planning and programming responsibilities specified in federal 

regulations.    Among SBCAGôs many responsibilities includes preparation and adoption of a 

multi-year FTIP once every four years.   

The FTIP serves as a short-term program for the use of anticipated federal transportation funds 

to maintain, operate and improve the regionôs multi-modal circulation system.  The FTIP 

identifies all federally funded highway, transit and other surface transportation projects in the 

county (along with their funding sources) that are scheduled for implementation in the following 

four years, FY 08/09 to FY 11/12.  It also includes projects are subject to federally required 

action or are regionally significant.  The FTIP must be financially constrained by year.  This 

means that the amount of funding devoted to projects must not exceed the amount of estimated 

funding available.  Only projects listed in the FTIP are eligible to receive federal transportation 

funding. 

The FTIP serves as the sole reference document that the 

federal government and the public can review to 

understand where, when and how federal transportation 

funds are being spent in Santa Barbara County, including 

those that SBCAG does and does not have programming 

discretion over. 

Projects in the FTIP are specifically identified in SBCAGôs 

adopted Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) or are 

consistent with the RTPôs goals, policies and objectives.   

FTIP projects also emerge from other transportation plans 

and programs including the 2006 State Transportation 

Improvement Program (STIP), 2008 State Highway 

Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP), the 

Congestion Management Program (CMP), Measure Dôs Program of Projects, and from transit 

INSIDE THE 2009 SBCAG FTIP 

- The FTIP covers a four year period 

from FY 08/09 to FY 11/12. 

- The FTIP includes 69 projects and 

12 grouped listings that receive 

federal funding, are subject to 

federally required action or are 

regionally significant. 

- There are over $633 million dollars 

in federal, state and local funding 

included in the 2009 FTIP. 


