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V4
STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT: Local Transportation Sales Tax Measures
MEETING DATE: December 16, 2004 AGENDA ITEM: 7B
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive a report on local transportation sales tax measures on the November 2, 2004 ballot.
DISCUSSION:

November 2, Election Day, was a big day for transportation sales tax measures around the
State. Local transportation tax measures were on the ballots in ten counties. A summary of
the measures can be found on the attachment.

Voters in five counties—San Bernardino, San Mateo, Sacramento, Contra Costa, and San
Diego—had to decide whether to renew expiring sales tax measures. Passage by the required
2/3 majority was achieved in all five counties. New measures were put before voters in five
other counties—Marin, Sonoma, Solano, Santa Cruz, and Ventura. The Measures in Marin
and Sonoma passed.

Expenditure plans were adopted for each of the local transportation measures by the regional
agency responsible for administering the tax programs. The measures share the trait of being
multimodal—between 20% and 60% of their revenues will be dedicated to transit and alternative
mode projects. A number of them have sub-regional components built into their expenditure
plans to address the special needs of certain geographic regions of their counties. A number of
them also mandate that some type of regional developer fee be collected to ensure that the
private sector shares in the cost of transportation improvements. The renewal measures will
generate a combined $30 billion over the 25-40 years they will be in effect.

Staff and elected officials involved in these measure efforts shared some of what they had
learned at the annual Self-Help Counties Coalition conference in Riverside County the week
after the election. Jim Kemp, Steve VanDenburgh and Gregg Hart attended the workshop.

Those from successful campaigns indicated some of the keys were unity among their Boards,
educating the public about the existing and proposed measures, and the use of consultants
experienced in structuring expenditure plans that voters will approve. Most were successful in
getting the same ballot letter (eg., Measure “D”) for their renewal measure as their original
measure but indicated that, while convenient, it was not critical to their success.

The conventional wisdom at the conference was that efforts to reduce the majority needed for
special transportation sales tax measures from 2/3 to 55% or 50% are all but dead, given that
seven of the ten measures on the ballot met the supermajority requirement and passed.
Member Agencies
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SBCAG staff intends to schedule a Board workshop for February and invite in staff, elected
officials and consultants from successful and failed efforts on November 2 to share their
experiences with the SBCAG Board.

COMMITTEE REVIEW: None

STAFF CONTACT: Gregg Hart or Steve VanDenburgh



Voting Results: Transportation Sales Tax Measures on the November 2, 2004 Ballot

66.7 % Required for Passage

12/3/2004 by SBCAG

Renewal or New % to % to Other
Tax Local . % to | % to Bikes\Alt. Existing New
0, 0,
County % Yes % No Measure ? Amount Length Roads Highways Transit | Modes\Other Features Measure Measure
$8.2B total; different %s in 6
. Renewal sub-areas -- these #s are for
0, 0, 0, 0,
San Bernardino 79.4 20.6 (expires 2010) 1/2 ¢ 30 years 40% 40% 18% 2% San Bemardino Valley (55% Meas. | Meas. |
of County)
- —
San Mateo 75.3 24.7 Renewal  (expires| 1, ¢ | 25 years || 22.5% | 27.5% | 30% 4% $1.58; 15% for grade Meas. A | Meas. A
2008) separations
$4.7B; Countywide
Sacramento 74.8 25.2 Renewal  (expires| 1, ¢ | 30 years 30% 12% | 43% 3% Transportation Mitigation Fee | | oo A | \eas. A
2009) Program required for cities to
access revenues
. 0, .
Marin 70.8 29.2 New 1/2¢ | 20years | | 265% | 7.50% | 55% 11% $332M; 7.5% to HOV lanes; N/A Meas. A
11% safer routes to school
$2 B; Growth Mgmt. Program
Contra Costa 70.2 29.8 Renewal 12¢ | 25years 20% 31% 33% 16% included; Regional developer | | o ¢ | Meas. J
(expires 2009) fees; Four subregional
programs
Sonoma 67.2 32.8 New 1/4 ¢ | 20 years 20% 60% 15% 4% $465M N/A Meas. M
Renewal $14B; Includes Env. Mit.
San Diego 67.0 33.0 (expires 2008) 1/2¢ | 40 years 29% 27% 36% 8% Prog., Smart Growth Prog., + Prop. A. Prop. A
P dev. impact fee requirement
Solano 63.8 36.2 New 1/2 ¢ | 30years 27% 47% 25% $1.4B N/A Meas. A
Santa Cruz 42.8 57.2 New 1/2¢ | 30years 19.50% 63% 7% 8% $577M; Major HOV project N/A Meas. J
o —
Ventura 40.4 59.6 New 1/2¢ | 30years 40% 40% 20%to tra;)r;it, bikes & $1.5B N/A Meas. B




